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PROPOSITIONS BELONGING TO NEGOTIATING CUSTOM: COLONIAL LAWMAKING IN THE GALLE 
LANDRAAD BY NADEERA RUPESINGHE 
 
1. Contrary to the communis opinio among legal historians a nuanced understanding of 
pluralities in practice is the answer to the question on whether and in what manner the 
Sinhalese laws were used by the Dutch.  
 
2. The ideas and practices of the local normative order were used by the Dutch colonial 
power, yet that order was also imposed upon by foreign laws. 
 
3. The institutional innovations of the colonial Landraad and cadastral thombos were 
surprisingly widely accepted by eighteenth-century indigenous peasants. 
 
4. Local headmen were secondary to Europeans as councillors of the Landraad. (Contra A 
St V Jayewardene, 1901 and Karonchihami v Angohami, 1904)  
 
5. Focusing on major jurisdictional conflicts alone would skew our understanding of the 
everyday lived experience of judicial forums. (Contra Benton and Ross, 2013) 
 
6. The production of truthful subjects in a colonial judicial forum was not practicable 
whether attempted through local or foreign custom, as procedure could be exploited. 
Whether litigants followed the ninth commandment or not, legal strategy took over. 
 
7. The complex web of norms that govern us can only be fully described through 
interdisciplinarity. 
 
8. Tiny text in the margin (marginale opmerkingen) transcribed with difficulty can contain 
gems of stories about individuals.  
 
9. The cadastral thombos are the ultimate reference for studying property rights. 
 
10. The greatest question of all time is who am I, not why some nations are rich and some are 
not. 
 
11. Without digital records, our history is lost. 
 
12. A thesis is about figuring out how to get stumped and then, crucially, unstumped. 
 
